FORBIDDEN JOURNEY
the right to go and claim his father, provided he takes with
him the belt given long ago as a pledge to his mother. But
should a woman not wish to divulge the father's name, a
"mast marriage" is all that takes place. The mast is a holy
mast on which an oriflamme, inscribed with prayers, is
hoisted. This means that the gods have willed the birth and
that the child shall belong to its mother.
Perhaps the two girls before me were of the T'u-jen tribe
and attracted by the rich white traveller. . . . But Peter was
not interested in tribal customs.
When I dreamed of discovering and studying unknown
ways of living Peter would talk of his desire to find some rare
bird for the Zoo. It would make his fortune and he would see
his name immortalized as "(Something) Flemingium" on the
label attached to the specimen killed in the Tsaidam. A
born hunter, he described the cry and the plumage of the
various birds he hoped to bag and was very contemptuous
about my ignorance of the feathered tribes. . . .